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i THE PATH

To Tulita’s Self Government

The A.l.Pwas initialled in Tulita on May 16, 2017
(from left to right) Chief Negotiator for Tulita; Angus Lennie, Chief Negotlator
for Canada; lan Hamilton, Chief Negotiator for GNWT; Tawna Brown "




AGREEMENIN-PRINCIPLE
What is the Tulita Selsovernment Agreemenin-Principle?

How and why was it created?
For generations, the people of the Salfkl- y2D 2 (1 USRufit& 2 (i UMBtig) §axl their own
system of government that reflected their heritage, culture and values. However, one of the
affects of colonizon was that this form of seljovernment was taken away from the people.

Finally, in 895, Canada established the Inherent Right Policy wielobignized the inherent right
of selfgovernmentas an existing Aboriginal right under the Canadian Constitution.

In 1993 the Sahtbene and Métisigned aComprehensive Land Claim Agreemeimt this
AgreementCanada promised to negotiate sgibvernment after the Land Claim was signed.

In 2003 the Sahtu Dene and Métis of Tulita made a formal request to begin negotiations with
Canada. The Tulita Yamoria Community Secretariat is the representatlyefthe Sahtu Dene
and Métis ofTulita for negotiatinghis selfgovernment agreementt is made up of people from
the Tulita Land Corporation, the Fort Norman Métis Land Gatmm and the Tulita Dene Band

The SeHGovernment Agreementn-Principlewas initialledon May 16, 2017. This document is
not legally binding at this point.

The new Tulita Yamoria Government will act on behalf of all Tulita Aborigm&lsommunity

residents It will create a Aboriginal Public Government at the commungyel. It will establish a
government to government relationship between the new Tulita Yamoria Government, the GNWT
and the Government of Canada.



DEFINITIONS
Understanding the language of the A.l.P. What does it all mean?

A.l.P.- meansAgreementin-Principle

Authority - means any government power other than law making power

FSGA Final Sesovernment Agreement

FNMLGC Fort Norman Métis Land Corporation

GNWT- Government of the Northwest Territories

Jurisdiction- means the power of the government toake laws

Own Source Revenuerevenue including business and property income, fees and charges levied
by the TYG, sales and income tax, other revenue such as interest income

SDMCLCASahtu Dene Métis Comprehensive Land Claim Agreement

Tulita Aboriginas - are the members of the Tulita Land Corporation, members of the Fort Norman
Land Corporation and members of the Tulita Dene Band

TYCSTulita Yamoria Community Secretariat

TYG- Tulita Yamoria Government

3 PARTIES OF THE AGREEME&&aHtu Dene and Mdiof Tulita, the GNWT and Canada

VISION STATEMENT
The TYG will ensure the best interests of Tulita culture, language, heritage, citizens and
community are held with utmost importance whemeparing for selsufficiency and success of
future generations.




TULITA YAMORIA LAW
Who is Yamoria?
"Many years ago, before the white man came, a special man, Yamoria, travelled into this land.
He put everything it is rightful place; the animals and human beings. He set laws for our people
to follow and we are stillholding onto them'' - George Blondin

TULITA YAMORIA GOVERNMENT
The heart of the TY(S based on a strong belief Yamoriaand theDene LawsElders and
community members from a Willow Lake Gathering in 2003 explained;

"People of Tlita want to base heir laws of the land on Yamoria's laws. We want this new
government to be called Yamori@overnment Yamoria taught us how to live, what to do, how
to treat the land and animals.

"The story of Yamoria is strong. We grew up with.Yamoria stories. Sincéhyove kept seeing

it...To have his story, that's why he did what he did. You see signs. There are three beaver skins
on the Bear Rock. It here to have his story and it's there to help our relatives. That's why he
has done this for us."

"We are starting to work on our seHgovernment. We are going to work on creating our own
Dene Law. If strangers come into our land, they have to follow our lawf we make a law like
that , we have to write it down...When the people come, they read them all. It's ki so they
have to follow it. That's why it's going to take a long time to work on it. We are going to collect
stories of Yamoria and his laws....we are going to make sure it's right and straight. That's the
way we are going to build our government."
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SELEKSOVERNMENT
What is selfgovernment?
What does seHgovernment mean for the people of Tulita?
Establishing the TYG gives Tulita one gawent in the community, making it easier to consult
with and serve the needs of its people. Sgtivernment will give people more control over the
decisions that affect them every day (such as how local programs and services are delivered). It
will give trem more control over their language, culture and traditions.

What about our Aboriginal Rights and Rights as Canadian Citizens?
The SeHGovernment Agreement does not take away or change the rights or benefits that come
from the SDMCLA, which is a modereaty. TheCanadian Charter of Rights and Freedaiss
still applies to everyonwithin the Tulita Administrative Areas it does to alCanadian Citizens.

Will SelfGovernment replace¢he Indian Act?
When the FSGéomes into effecthe Indian Aciwill no longer apply to the Tulita Dene Band.
However it's members will still retain their treaty rights..The Tulita Dene Band will roll.into the
TYG.People eligible to beegisteredunder thelndian Actwill continue to have that right. They
will continue tobe eligible for relevant rights and benefits as Status Indians. The FSGA does not
affect Indian Status eligibility.

AUTHORITY
What powers and authority will the TYG have?
The TYG will have jurisdicti@aw making powenyithin the Tulita communitypver such things
as; water distribution and supply, sewage, garbage and waste, land use planning, licensing of
businesses, community roads, purchasing/leasing and sale of TYG land, property assessment and




taxation.With selfgovernment, local servicegithin the Tulita communityvill continue to be
delivered to all residents of Tulita.

With selfgovernment the TYG will also be able to make laws over many local m&iers.
example, m the area of education it will be able to certify teachers, early childhahatators, set
requirements for Gade 12 graduation, licence childcare facilities etc.

The TY®vill have lawmaking powers over Aboriginal matters for the people of Tulita (such as
traditional healing, language and culture). It will also be able to gatsfown teachers in these
areas.

Seltgovernment will give the TYG jurisdiction in areas such as; community affairs (e.g. regulation
of liquor and gaming), adoption, health services, social housing, income support and economic
development.The TYG willot take on all these responsibilities right away. Some of these will be
managed by the GNWT untildiTYG is ready to take them on.

The TYG will not take @amypowers of the Land Corporatiomgthin the Tulita Distict. These
corporationswill continueto operate as outlined in the SDMCLCA

Will my family have the same quality of services as they do now?
TYG laws will set standards for the deliverpmfgrams and servicethat will besimilar tothose
delivered throughout the NWHowever, once the YG is in operation, it will have the ability to
makeprograms and servicesnique to the people of Tulita.



CHILD AND FAMILY SERVICES
What will happen tothe care of childrerand familiesin Tulita?
The TYG will negotiate with the GNWT to establish igal@hild and Family Services Agency. This
Agency will provide protection and care of Childeerd Familieshat will be equal to or better
than the existing GNWT standardiswill operate in thespirit of Tulita Yamoria Law.

This Agency will be in opsion for at least 10 years (under the guidance of the GNWT). After this
period, the TY(@Gupon developing the appropriate capaciill have the option to take on Child
and Family Services Jurisdiction.

FINANCING TYG

Who will pay for the TYG? Where wile money come from?
Money to operate the TYG will come from sources such as; taxes, property income, resource
royalties, GNW&and Canadarogramfunding,as well as through Financing Agreements made
with Canada and the GNWAny funding that the Tulit®ene Band currently receives will be
turned over to the TYG.

TAXES

What will happen with my taxes?
When the FSGA comes into effect, tax exemptions undelriti@an Act(such as exemption from
GST and fuel/tobacco taxes) will no longer apply to TDieae Bind membersafter a period of 8
years. After 12 years, Tulizene Band membensill no longer be exempt from paying tax on
income earned. However, all of this income tax and 95% of the GST paid will go to the TYG instead
of the FederalGovernment. This viligive the TY®wn source revenudo operate the
government.



The TYG will also have jurisdiction for taxing T@ariginalsvithin the Tulitacommunity and
within Settlement Lands in order to raise revenue to operate the government.

BENEFITS OHHSOVERNMENT

What benefits will the TYG provide to its citizens?
Seltgovernment will provide the Sahtu Dene and Métis of Tulita the right to elect an Aboriginal
Public Government to make decisions, pass laws and take on many of the-day operations
of the government rather than having those decisions made by people outside of Tulita. Self
government will give the Sahtu Dene and Métis of Tulita direct control over many very important
aspects of their lives, including adoption, gaming and liquor coniitee TY®@iill also have the
ability to set penalties for violatioonf Tulita Yamoria Law.

COMMUNITY LANDS

What happens to land in Tulita?
Commissioner's Lands in the Tulita area will be steggend transferred to the TYG upon the
FSGA coming into effe The Sahtu Dene amdétis lands within the Tulita District will continue to
be managed by the Tulifaistrict Land Corporation, the Tulita Land Corporation and the Fort
Norman Métis Land Corporation.

CONSTITUTION

Does the TYG have a constitution?
A corstitution is a written statement outlining the basic laws or principles by which people are
governed. A framework for thel Y QConstitutionwasdevelopedbased on a series of workshops
and community gatheringdMork on the contents of the Constitution isgoing.
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STRUCTURE OF TYG

What will the TYG look like? What will the official languages be?
The structure of the TY®Ill be outlined in the Constitution. The official languages of the TYG will
be North Slavey and English.

ACCOUNTABILITY

How will the TY®e accountable to the people?
The TYG will be accountable to ttesidentsof Tulita as outlined in the Constitution.

THE NEXT STEPS IN THE A
What happens next? What are the steps in approving the A2.P

1. The 3 chief negotiator@YCS GNWT and&hada) initialledhe A.l.Pon May 16, 2017

2. Each party must approve the A.lfBr signingFor Canada this will take approximatehs 4
months. The GNWT already has authority to sign the Ah€Sahtu Dene anteétis of Tulita
will have opportuitiesto discuss thenitialled A.1.P..and Tulita's negotiation team will begin
preparing for Final Agreementegotiations

3. The Tulita leadershigChief of the TulitddeneBand, the Presiderdf the Tulita Land
Corporation andthe President of the Fort Normawviétis Land Corporationwill sign the A.1.P.

4. Once the A.l.P. has besmgnedby all partiesthe Final Agreement negotiations will begin.
This may take three to four years to complete.

5. Once the Tulita Setbovernment Agreement is complete, membership woke on it.
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Without Prejudice
For discussion purposes only

TULITA SELF-GOVERNMENT NEGOTIATIONS




FINAL SELF GOVERNMENT AGREEMENT
How will that happen?

Following negotiations, the FSGA will be initialled by the chief negotiators for each Party. Then it will
have to be approved dratified' by each PartyTulita will ratify the FSGA in the following way;

1.
2.

o 01 A~ W

50% plus 1 of the eligible vateon the Official Voters List vote in favour of the FSGA.

The FSGA is signed by the Chief of the TDkBt@eBand, the President of the Tulita Land
Corporation, the Preseht of the Fort Norman Métis Land Corporation.

The GNWT approves the FSGA.

Canada approves the FSGA through the Canadian Government Cabinet.

Signing by the Minister authorized by the Federal Cabinet.

The Federal Law which will implement the FSGA will datoeeffect. This Law will be

voted upon in the House of Commons in Ottawa.

If the FSGA is approved in these ways, it will come into legal effect after approval by the
Parliament of Canada and by passit@\aWT law implementing the FSGA.

IMPLEMENTADN
What isimplementation?

Implementation of the Agreement means ‘carrying out the obligations of the Agreement' or 'putting
the Agreement into effectBefore the Agreement is finalized, the 3 Parties will negotiate an
Implementation Plan which will tak@ace over 10 years. (More years can be negotiated if needed).
An Implementation Committee will be formed to work on this Plan with one member from the TYG,
the GNWT and Canada.
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Tulita Administrative Area

NormanWells

: NWAG Norman Wells Aboriginal Govemmenx
TYG - Tulita Yamoria Government
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CONTACT INIRDIATION;

For further information or to make a commermiease contact

Tulita Yamoria Community Secretariat
P.O. Box 144, Tulita NT XOED
Telephone: 866883116

Fax: 867588-3119

Email:admin@ycsnt.ca

Website:www.tulitayamoriacommunitysecretariat.ca
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